CHAPTER   VII

THE DOCTRINE OF NECESSITY ACCORDING
TO MARX

THE idea of historical necessity as conceived by Marx
and Engels is equally derived from Hegel's philosophy.
They admit it themselves and all their followers are
agreed about it.
Hegel is of opinion that though all that occurs occurs
of necessity, there are nevertheless occurrences which
are not necessary, and he assumes that there is a realm
of lawless chance. I n the same fashion, he assumes that all
that is real is reasonable and that nevertheless there exist
things which are unreasonable. He finds the solution of
this apparent contradiction in the further assumption
that whatever is unreasonable is not to be considered
as real Hegel is a scholastic philosopher and like all
scholastics he allows himself to be constantly deluded
by words. If we believe in necessity, there is no room
for chance. Things appear to be the effect of chance
from a small human standpoint* Being unable to com--
prehend the infinite concatenation of cause and effect
that takes no heed of his small personal objects and
interests, man calls by the name of chance any event
which surprises him, because, unaware of the manifold
operating causes, he was unable to foresee it. Hegel,
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